
 The little brown duck 

The little brown duck loved bread. She was happy it 

was time to plant the wheat seeds, to make the flour, 

to make the bread. First she had to plough the field. 

She pulled and pulled with her wings, but her webbed 

feet slipped and she landed on the soil. “I need some 

help,” she said to herself and went off to find 

someone. The first animal she saw was the horse. 

“Horse, please will you help me pull the plough?” she 

asked him kindly. “No!” the horse said with a swish 

of his tail.  

 

So the little brown duck finshed the job by herself. 

Next, she tried to pick up a sack, but it would not 

budge. She saw the cow. 

“Cow, please will you help me carry this sack of 

wheat to the field?” she asked him kindly. His reply 

was, “No! Do it yourself.” 

And so, the little brown duck did it herself. 

 



On the roof of the barn, she saw the splendid 

rooster. She asked “Rooster, please will you help me 

sow the wheat seeds in the field?” “No! Do it 

yourself.” called the rooster. So she did.  

  

Summer came and the wheat plants were full of tasty 

grains. It was time to pick them and so the little 

brown duck began to chop the plants down.  

“Who will help me harvest this grain and take it to 

the miller so we can have some scrummy bread to 

eat?” she called out, but nobody replied.   

A few days later, the little brown duck marched into 

the farm with a very tasty-looking loaf of bread. The 

horse, cow and rooster all wanted a bite.  

“Who will help me to eat this tasty loaf of bread from 

the miller?” the duck asked.  

“We will help you,” they all said, but the little brown 

duck shook her head.  

She said, “I ploughed the field, I sowed the seeds, I 

harvested the grain and I took it to the miller, and 

so I will eat this yummy loaf, all by myself!” 

And, she did! 

 

 

 



Questions 

 

1. What is the little brown duck going to make? 

2. Where did she need to take the sack of wheat? 

3. Who did she see on the roof of the barn? 

4. Who ate all the bread? 

5. Why didn’t the little brown duck let any of the 

other animals eat the bread?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Answers 

 

1. What is the little brown duck going to make? 

The little brown duck is going to make bread.  

2. Where did she need to take the sack of wheat? 

She needed to take the sack of wheat to the field. 

3. Who did she see on the roof of the barn? 

She saw the roster on the roof of the barn. 

4. Who ate all the bread? 

The little brown duck ate all the bread by herself. 

5. Why didn’t the little brown duck let any of the 

other animals eat the bread?  

She didn’t let the other animals eat the bread 

because they did not help her with all the hard work. 

 


