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 Writing for a purpose – lower KS2 
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Text types Grammar and Sentences Adverbials Conjunctions Punctuation Content 

 Narrative 

 Descriptions 

 Poetry 

 Characters/ settings 

 Use Subordinate clauses to add detail or context, including in 

varied positions. 

Although Theseus was scared, he prepared to enter the 

maze. 

Theseus, although he was scared, prepared to enter the 

maze. 

 Use relative clauses to add detail or context.  

Amy grabbed the torch, which she’d strapped to her belt, 

quickly. 

 Use a wide range of sentence structures to add interest.  

Meanwhile 

Later that day 

Silently 

Within moments 

All night 

Nearby 

Under the tree 

tops 

Never before 

-ing openers 

-ed openers 

if 

when 

because 

while 

as 

until 

whenever 

once 

since 

although 

unless 

rather 

 Use brackets for incidentals,  

Amy saw Katie (her best friend) standing 

outside.  

 Use dashes to emphasise additional 

information,  

The girl was distraught – she cried for 

hours.  

 Use colons to add further detail in a new 

clause, 

The girl was distraught: she cried for 

hours. 

 Use semi-colons to join related clauses,  

Some think this is awful; others disagree. 

Text Features 

 Detailed description 

 Use paragraphs to organise in time 

sequence 

Other Style Ideas 

 Use a range of tenses to indicate changes 

in timing, sequence, etc. 
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Text types Grammar and Sentences Adverbials Conjunctions Punctuation Content 

 Report 

 Recount 

 Biography 

 Newspaper article 

 Essay 

 Use subordinating conjunctions in varied positions, 

The Polar Bear, although it is large, can move at great speed. 

 Use expanded noun phrases to inform, 

… a tall dark-haired man with a bright-red cap… 

 Use relative clauses to add further detail 

We went to Downing Street, where the Prime Minister lives, 

before visiting the Houses of Parliament. 

 Begin to use passive voice to remain formal or detached, 

The money was stolen from the main branch. 

 Begin to use colons to link related clauses, 

England was a good country to invade: it had plenty of useful 

land.  

Meanwhile 

At first 

After 

Furthermore 

Despite 

As a result 

Consequently 

Due to 

For example 

 

when  

before  

after 

while 

because 

if 

although 

as 

 Use brackets or dashes to explain 

technical vocabulary 

 Use semi-colons to punctuate complex 

lists, including when using bullet points 

 Use colons to introduce lists or sections 

 Use brackets or dashes to mark relative 

clauses 

 Secure use of commas to mark clauses, 

including opening subordinate clauses.  

Text Features 

 Paragraphs used to group related ideas 

 Headings/subheadings 

 Use of technical vocabulary 

Other Style Ideas 

 May include a glossary 

 Sections may contain more than one 

paragraph 
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Text types Grammar and Sentences Adverbials Conjunctions Punctuation Content 

 Advertising 

 Letter 

 Speech 

 Campaign 

 Use imperative and modal verbs to convey urgency, 

Buy it today! 

This product will transform your life. 

 Use adverbials to convey sense of certainty,  

Surely we can all agree….? 

 Use short sentences for emphasis 

This has to stop! 

Vote for change! 

 Use of the subjunctive form for formal structure 

If I were you,  would … 

Firstly 

Furthermore 

In addition 

However 

Nevertheless 

Therefore 

Consequently 

In conclusion 

 

if  

because 

although 

unless 

since 

even if 

rather 

whereas 

in order to 

whenever  

whether 

 Use ? ! for rhetorical / exclamatory 

sentences 

 Use colons and semi-colons to list 

features, attractions or arguments 

 Use brackets or dashes for parenthesis, 

including for emphasis 

This is our chance-our only chance- to 

make a difference. 

 Use semi-colons for structure 

repetition, 

Bring your friends; bring your children; 

bring the whole family! 

Text Features 

Use of 2nd person 

Personal pronouns 

Planned repetition 

Facts and statistics 

 hyberbole 

Other Style Ideas 

Link to oracy, especially for speeches 

 Use of colour and images, especially for 

advertising 
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Text types Grammar and Sentences Adverbials Conjunctions Punctuation Content 

Balanced argument 

Newspaper article 

 Review 

 Use modal verbs to convey degrees of probability,  

It could be argued … 

Some might say … 

 Use relative clauses to provide supporting detail 

The rainforest, which covers almost a third of South America … 

 Use adverbials to provide cohesion across the text, 

Despite its flaws…  

On the other hand … 

 Use expanded noun phrases to describe in detail 

The dramatic performance by the amateur group was …. 

 Begin to use passive voice to maintain impersonal tone, 

The film was made using CGI graphics 

Firstly 

Furthermore 

In addition 

However 

Nevertheless 

Therefore 

Consequently 

In conclusion 

 

if  

because 

although 

unless 

since 

even if 

rather 

whereas 

in order to 

whenever  

whether 

 Use brackets or dashes for parenthesis, 

including for emphasis 

This performance – the first by such a 

young gymnast – was a masterpiece! 

 Use semi-colons to mark related 

clauses, 

Some argue ….;others say …. 

 Use commas to mark relative clauses 

 Use colons and semi-colons to 

punctuate complex lists 

Text Features 

Appropriate use of cohesive devices 

 Use of subjunctive form where needed 

Other Style Ideas 

Use paragraphs to structure arguments 

 Maintain formal/ impersonal tone 

 

 

 



 Year 6 Curriculum 
_____________________________________________________ 

 

Reading – word reading Reading comprehension 

Pupils should be taught to:  

-  apply their growing knowledge of 

root words, prefixes and suffixes 

(morphology and etymology), as 

listed in English Appendix 1, both to 

read aloud and to understand the 

meaning of new words that they 

meet.  

 

-  recommending books that they have read to their peers, giving reasons for their choices  

-  identifying and discussing themes and conventions in and across a wide range of writing  

-  making comparisons within and across books  

-  learning a wider range of poetry by heart  

-  preparing poems and plays to read aloud and to perform, showing understanding through intonation, tone and volume so that the meaning is clear to an 

audience  

-  understand what they read by:  

-  checking that the book makes sense to them, discussing their understanding and exploring the meaning of words in context  

-  asking questions to improve their understanding  

-  drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions, and justifying inferences with evidence  

-  predicting what might happen from details stated and implied  

-  summarising the main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph, identifying key details that support the main ideas  

-  identifying how language, structure and presentation contribute to meaning  

-  discuss and evaluate how authors use language, including figurative language, considering the impact on the reader  

-  distinguish between statements of fact and opinion  

-  retrieve, record and present information from non-fiction  

-  participate in discussions about books that are read to them and those they can read for themselves, building on their own and others’ ideas and 

challenging views courteously  

-  explain and discuss their understanding of what they have read, including through formal presentations and debates, maintaining a focus on the topic and 

using notes where necessary  

-  provide reasoned justifications for their views.  
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Maths 

Number Shape, space and measure 

Place Value  

 Read, write, order and compare numbers up to 10,000,000 and determine the value of each digit.  

 Round any whole number to a required degree of accuracy.  

 Use negative numbers in context, and calculate intervals across zero.  

 Solve number and practical problems that involve all of the above.  

Addition subtraction, multiplication + division  

 Solve addition and subtraction multi step problems in contexts, deciding which operations and methods to use and why.  

 Multiply multi-digit number up to 4 digits by a 2-digit number using the formal written method of long multiplication.  

 Divide numbers up to 4 digits by a 2-digit whole number using the formal written method of long division, and interpret remainders as whole 

number remainders, fractions, or by rounding as appropriate for the context.  

 Divide numbers up to 4 digits by a 2-digit number using the formal written method of short division, interpreting remainders according to the 

context.  

 Perform mental calculations, including with mixed operations and large numbers.  

 Identify common factors, common multiples and prime numbers.  

 Use their knowledge of the order of operations to carry out calculations involving the four operations.  

 Solve problems involving addition, subtraction, multiplication and division.  

 Use estimation to check answers to calculations and determine in the context of a problem, an appropriate degree of accuracy.  

Fractions  

 Use common factors to simplify fractions; use common multiples to express fractions in the same denomination.  

 Compare and order fractions, including fractions > 1  

 Generate and describe linear number sequences (with fractions)  

 Add and subtract fractions with different denominations and mixed numbers, using the concept of equivalent fractions.  

 Multiply simple pairs of proper fractions, writing the answer in its simplest form [for example 14 x 12 = 18 ]  

 Divide proper fractions by whole numbers [for example 13 ÷ 2 = 16 ]  

 Associate a fraction with division and calculate decimal fraction equivalents [ for example, 0.375] for a simple fraction [for example 38]  

 Recall and use equivalences between simple fractions, decimals and percentages, including in different contexts.  

Decimals  

 Identify the value of each digit in numbers given to 3 decimal places and multiply numbers by 10, 100 and 1,000 giving answers up to 3 decimal 

places.  

 Multiply one-digit numbers with up to 2 decimal places by whole numbers.  

 Use written division methods in cases where the answer has up to 2 decimal places.  

 Solve problems which require answers to be rounded to specified degrees of accuracy.  

 Percentages  

 Solve problems involving the calculation of percentages [for example, of measures and such as 15% of 360] and the use of percentages for 

comparison.  

 Recall and use equivalences between simple fractions, decimals and percentages including in different contexts.  

Algebra  

 Use simple formulae  

 Generate and describe linear number sequences.  

 Express missing number problems algebraically.  

 Find pairs of numbers that satisfy an equation with two unknowns.  

 Enumerate possibilities of combinations of two variables.  

Ratio  

 Solve problems involving the relative sizes of two quantities where missing values can be found by using integer multiplication and division facts.  

 Solve problems involving similar shapes where the scale factor is known or can be found.  

 Solve problems involving unequal sharing and grouping using knowledge of fractions and multiples.  

Position and Direction  

 Describe positions on the full 

coordinate grid (all four quadrants).  

 Draw and translate simple shapes 

on the coordinate plane, and reflect 

them in the axes.  

Converting Units  

 Solve problems involving the 

calculation and conversion of units 

of measure, using decimal notation 

up to three decimal places where 

appropriate.  

 Use, read, write and convert 

between standard units, converting 

measurements of length, mass, 

volume and time from a smaller unit 

of measure to a larger unit, and vice 

versa, using decimal notation to up 

to 3dp.  

 Convert between miles and 

kilometres.  

Perimeter, Area and Volume  

 Recognise that shapes with the 

same areas can have different 

perimeters and vice versa.  

 Recognise when it is possible to use 

formulae for area and volume of 

shapes.  

 Calculate the area of parallelograms 

and triangles.  

 Calculate, estimate and compare 

volume of cubes and cuboids using 

standard units, including cm3, m3 

and extending to other units (mm3, 

km3)  

Properties of Shapes  

 Draw 2-D shapes using given 

dimensions and angles.  

 Compare and classify geometric 

shapes based on their properties 

and sizes and find unknown angles 

in any triangles, quadrilaterals and 

regular polygons.  

 Recognise angles where they meet 

at a point, are on a straight line, or 

are vertically opposite, and find 

missing angles.  

 

Statistics 

 Illustrate and name parts of circles, including radius, diameter and circumference and know that the diameter is twice the radius.  

 Interpret and construct pie charts and line graphs and use these to solve problems.  
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Science 

Working scientifically 

Through the teaching of the programme of study, pupils are taught to: 

 Plan different types of scientific enquiries to answer questions, including recognising and controlling variables where necessary  

 Take measurements, using a range of scientific equipment, with increasing accuracy and precision, taking repeat readings when appropriate  

 Record data and results of increasing complexity using scientific diagrams and labels, classification keys, tables, scatter graphs, bar and line graphs  

 Use test results to make predictions to set up further comparative and fair tests  

 Report and present findings from enquiries, including conclusions, causal relationships and explanations of and degree of trust in results, in oral and written forms such as displays and other 

presentations  

 Identify scientific evidence that has been used to support or refute ideas or arguments. 

Living things and their 
habitats 

Evolution and inheritance Animals, including 

humans 

Light Electricity 

Pupils are taught to: 

 Describe how living things are 

classified into broad groups 

according to common 

observable characteristics and 

based on similarities and 

differences, including 

microorganisms, plants and 

animals  

 Give reasons for classifying 

plants and animals based on 

specific characteristics. 

Pupils are taught to: 

 Recognise that living things have 

changed over time and that 

fossils provide information 

about living things that 

inhabited the Earth millions of 

years ago 

 Recognise that living things 

produce offspring of the same 

kind, but normally offspring vary 

and are not identical to their 

parents  

 Identify how animals and plants 

are adapted to suit their 

environment in different ways 

and that adaptation may lead to 

evolution. 

Pupils are taught to:  

 identify and name the main 

parts of the human circulatory 

system, and describe the 

functions of the heart, blood 

vessels and blood  

 Recognise the impact of diet, 

exercise, drugs and lifestyle on 

the way their bodies function  

 Describe the ways in which 

nutrients and water are 

transported within animals, 

including humans. 

Pupils are taught to: 

 Recognise that light appears to 

travel in straight lines  

 Use the idea that light travels in 

straight lines to explain that 

objects are seen because they 

give out or reflect light into the 

eye  

 Explain that we see things 

because light travels from light 

sources to our eyes or from light 

sources to objects and then to 

our eyes  

 Use the idea that light travels in 

straight lines to explain why 

shadows have the same shape 

as the objects that cast them. 

Pupils are taught to: 

 associate the brightness of a 

lamp or the volume of a buzzer 

with the number and voltage of 

cells used in the circuit  

 Compare and give reasons for 

variations in how components 

function, including the 

brightness of bulbs, the 

loudness of buzzers and the 

on/off position of switches  

 Use recognised symbols when 

representing a simple circuit in a 

diagram. 

 

 

 

Computing 

Children will be taught to: 

 Design, write and debug programs that accomplish specific goals, including controlling or simulating physical systems; solve problems by decomposing them into smaller parts 

 Use sequence, selection, and repetition in programs; work with variables and various forms of input and output  

 Use logical reasoning to explain how some simple algorithms work and to detect and correct errors in algorithms and programs  

 Understand computer networks including the internet; how they can provide multiple services, such as the world wide web; and the opportunities they offer for 

communication and collaboration  

 Use search technologies effectively, appreciate how results are selected and ranked, and be discerning in evaluating digital content  

 Select, use and combine a variety of software (including internet services) on a range of digital devices to design and create a range of programs, systems and content that 

accomplish given goals, including collecting, analysing, evaluating and presenting data and information  

 Use technology safely, respectfully and responsibly; recognise acceptable/unacceptable behaviour; identify a range of ways to report concerns about content and contact. 
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History 

Chronological understanding  Range and depth of historical 
knowledge 

Interpretations of History Historical enquiry Organisation and communication 

 Place current study on timeline in 

relation to other studies 

 Use relevant dates and terms 

 Sequence up to 10 events on a 

timeline 

 

 Find out about beliefs, behaviour 

and characteristics of people, 

recognising that not everyone 

shares the same views and 

feelings 

 Compare beliefs and behaviour 

with another time studied 

 Write another explanation of a 

past event in terms of cause and 

effect using evidence to support 

and illustrate their explanation 

 Know key dates, characters and 

events of time studied 

 Link sources and work out how 

conclusions were arrived at 

 Consider ways of checking the 

accuracy of interpretations – fact 

or fiction and opinion 

 Be aware that different evidence 

will lead to different conclusions 

 Confidently use the library and 

internet for research 

 

 Recognise primary and secondary 

sources 

 Use a range of sources to find out 

about an aspect of time past 

 Suggest omissions and the means 

of finding out 

 Bring knowledge gathered from 

several sources together in a 

fluent account 

 

 Select and organise information 

to produce structured work, 

making appropriate use of dates 

and terms. 

 

 

 

Geography 

Geographical enquiry Direction/location Drawing maps 

 Suggest questions for investigating. Use primary and 

secondary sources of evidence in their investigations. 

 Investigate places with more emphasis on the larger scale; 

contrasting and distant places Collect and record evidence 

unaided 

 Analyse evidence and draw conclusions e.g. from field work 

data on land use comparing land use/temperature, look at 

patterns and explain reasons behind it 

 Use 8 compass points confidently and accurately; 

 Use 4 figure co-ordinates confidently to locate features on a 

map. 

 Begin to use 6 figure grid refs; use latitude and longitude on 

atlas maps. 

 

 Draw a variety of thematic maps based on their own data. 

 Begin to draw plans of increasing complexity. 

 

Representations Using Maps Scale/Distance 

 Use/recognise OS map symbols; 

 Use atlas symbols. 

 

 Follow a short route on an OS map. Describe features shown 

on OS map. 

 Locate places on a world map. 

 Use atlases to find out about other features of places. (e.g. 

mountain regions, weather patterns) 

 

 Use a scale to measure distances. 

 Draw/use maps and plans at a range of scales. 

 

Perspectives Map knowledge Style on map 

 Draw a plan view map accurately.  Confidently identify significant places and environments  Use OS maps. 

 Confidently use an atlas. 

 Recognise world map as a flattened globe. 

 

 

 

RE 

Values & Commitments 

 
Identity, Diversity & Belonging Practices & Ways of Life 

 
Meaning, Purpose & Truth 

 

 Consider why and how people of 

faith live their lives according to 

beliefs, rules and values 

 Explore a variety of personal and 

religious rituals that show 

identity, diversity and belonging 

including rites of passage 

 Explore different ways in which 

the life of a faith member may be 

enriched through participation in 

a festival or celebration 

 Explore key events of Jesus’ life as a fulfilment of Old Testament prophecy 

explore some ultimate questions of meaning, purpose and truth including 

their own 

 Explore issues of justice and freedom as experienced by faith members 

understand the concepts of forgiveness and reconciliation and the ways 

these are demonstrated by some people of faith 
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PE 

Pupils are taught to:  

Use running, jumping, throwing and catching in isolation and in combination  

Play competitive games, modified where appropriate [for example, badminton, basketball, cricket, football, hockey, netball, rounders and tennis], and apply basic principles suitable 

for attacking and defending  

Develop flexibility, strength, technique, control and balance [for example, through athletics and gymnastics]  

Perform dances using a range of movement patterns  

Take part in outdoor and adventurous activity challenges both individually and within a team 

Compare their performances with previous ones and demonstrate improvement to achieve their personal best.  

 

 

Art and Design 

Exploring and Developing Ideas (Ongoing) Evaluating and Developing Work (ongoing) Drawing Painting 

 Select and record from first hand observation, 

experience and imagination and explore ideas 

for different purposes. 

 Question and make thoughtful observations 

about starting points and select ideas to use in 

their work 

 Explore the roles and purposes of artists, 

craftspeople and designers working in different 

times and cultures. 

 Compare ideas, methods and approaches in 

their own and others’ work and say what they 

think and feel about them. 

 Adapt their work according to their views and 

describe how they might develop it further 

 Demonstrate a wide variety of ways to 

make different marks with dry and wet 

media.  

 Identify artists who have worked in a similar 

way to their own work. 

 Develop ideas using different or mixed 

media, using a sketchbook. 

 Manipulate and experiment with the 

elements of art: line, tone, pattern, texture, 

form, space, colour and shape. 

 

 

 Create shades and tints using black and 

white.  

 Choose appropriate paint, paper and 

implements to adapt and extend their work. 

 Carry out preliminary studies, test media 

and materials and mix appropriate colours. 

 Work from a variety of sources, including 

those researched independently. 

 Show an awareness of how paintings are 

created (composition). 

 

Printing Textiles / Collage 3D Form Breadth of Study 

 Describe varied techniques. 

 Be familiar with layering prints. 

 Be confident with printing on paper and 

fabric. 

 Alter and modify work. 

 Work relatively independently. 

 

 Awareness of the potential of the uses of 

material. 

 Use different techniques, colours and 

textures etc when designing and making 

pieces of work. 

 To be expressive and analytical 

to adapt, extend and justify their 

work. 

 

 Develop skills in using clay including slabs, 

coils, slips, etc. 

 Make a mould and use plaster safely. 

 Create sculpture and constructions with 

increasing independence. 

 

 

 

 Work on their own, and collaboratively with 

others, on projects in 2 and 3 dimensions 

and on different scales. 

 Use ICT. Investigate art, craft and design 

in the locality and in a variety of genres, 

styles and traditions. 

 

 

 

Design Technology 

Developing, planning and communicating ideas. Working with tools, equipment, materials and components to 
make quality products (inc-food) 

Evaluating processes and products 

 Communicate their ideas through detailed labelled drawings 

 Develop a design specification 

 Explore, develop and communicate aspects of their design 

proposals by modelling their ideas in a variety of ways 

 Plan the order of their work, choosing appropriate materials, 

tools and techniques 

 

 Select appropriate tools, materials, components and 

techniques 

 Assemble components make working models 

 Use tools safely and accurately 

 Construct products using permanent joining techniques 

 Make modifications as they go along 

 Pin, sew and stitch materials together create a product 

 Achieve a quality product 

 

 Evaluate their products, identifying strengths and areas for 

development, and carrying out appropriate tests 

 Record their evaluations using drawings with labels 

 Evaluate against their original criteria and suggest ways that 

their product could be improved 
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Music 

Singing songs with control and using the voice expressively Listening, Memory and Movement Controlling pulse and rhythm 

 Sing songs with increasing control of breathing, posture and 

sound projection. 

 Sing songs in tune and with an awareness of other parts. 

 Identify phrases through breathing in appropriate places. 

 Sing with expression and rehearse with others. 

 Sing a round in two parts and identify the melodic phrases 

and how they fit together. 

 Sing confidently as a class, in small groups and alone, and 

begin to have an awareness of improvisation with the voice. 

 Internalise short melodies and play these on pitched 

percussion (play by ear). 

 Create dances that reflect musical features. 

 Identify different moods and textures. 

 Identify how a mood is created by music and lyrics. 

 Listen to longer pieces of music and identify features. 

 Identify different speeds of pulse (tempo) by clapping and 

moving. 

 Improvise rhythm patterns. 

 Perform an independent part keeping to a steady beat. 

 Identify the metre of different songs through recognising 

the pattern of strong and weak beats. 

 Subdivide the pulse while keeping to a steady beat. 

Exploring sounds, melody and accompaniment Control of instruments Composition 

 Skills development for this element are to be found within 

‘Control of instruments’ and ‘Composition’. 

 Identify and control different ways percussion instruments 

make sounds.  

 Play accompaniments with control and accuracy. 

 Create different effects using combinations of pitched 

sounds. 

 Use ICT to change and manipulate sounds. 

 Identify different starting points or composing music. 

 Explore, select combine and exploit a range of different 

sounds to compose a soundscape. 

 Write lyrics to a known song. 

 Compose a short song to own lyrics based on everyday 

phrases. 

 Compose music individually or in pairs using a range of 

stimuli and developing their musical ideas into a completed 

composition. 

Reading and writing notation Performance skills Evaluating and appraising 

 Perform using notation as a support. 

 Sing songs with staff notation as support. 

 Present performances effectively with awareness of 

audience, venue and occasion. 

 Improve their work through analysis, evaluation and 

comparison. 

 

 

PSHE 

Currently under revision – school will be using the Jigsaw programme. 

 

 

Modern Foreign Languages 

Pupils are taught to:  

Listen attentively to spoken language and show understanding by joining in and responding  

Explore the patterns and sounds of language through songs and rhymes and link the spelling, sound and meaning of words  

Engage in simple conversations; ask and answer questions; express opinions and respond to those of others;  

Speak in simple sentences, using familiar vocabulary, phrases and basic language structures  

Develop accurate pronunciation and intonations 

Enjoy songs, poems and rhymes in the language  

Broaden their vocabulary and develop their ability to understand new words 

Describe people, places, things and actions orally 

Understand basic grammar appropriate to the language being studied, including (where relevant): feminine, masculine and neuter forms and the conjugation of high-frequency 

verbs; key features and patterns of the language 

Main language taught is French. 

 


